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Course Overview: 
Students: This is a class designed to transition you from middle school ELA to High School ELA and 
beyond.   

• In class, you will be reading and studying grade-level and above grade-level texts, from a variety of 
genres, selected to help you develop the reading and thinking skills you need to succeed. 

• You will be writing in a variety of genres, such as narrative stories, business letters, personal 
essays, academic essays, debate position papers, daily journal entries, and more.   

• You will read at least 20 books of your choice from our ever-growing classroom libraries leveled 
for the developing and accomplished eighth grade reader. 

• You will be building the professional work habits and behaviors such as academic dialogue, using 
persuasive language, debate and protocoled discussions, which you need to succeed both 
academically and in your life beyond school now and in the future. 

Families: Please take note: the classroom libraries for the eighth grade are “young adult” libraries, but there 
are some texts that have content that you may feel is too advanced or “adult” for your eighth grader.  If 
you are ever uncomfortable with the books your child is bringing home, please do not hesitate to e-mail or call me 
so that we can make accommodations. 
 

Homework Policy: 
 

Eighth grade is going to be enjoyable, but it will also demand 
hard work. You will have homework every night.  
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Dear Eighth Graders and Families, 
 

Welcome to 8th Grade ELA. This is a pivotal and exciting time in 
your academic career as the focus of this year to prepare you for 
the rigors of high school and life beyond. In this class we will 
address a number of skills and strategies aimed push you as 
thinkers and as learners. Below we outline what ELA will be about 
this year and few of our most important policies and general 
classroom expectations so you have an idea of what they are from 
the start. 
 

Required Materials: 
• 2 Composition Books 

(You probably will need 2 
more during the year.) 

• Pens (no pencils) 
• (5 colors) 
• Independent Reading 

Book (changes regularly) 

 

Typical ELA Homework 
Schedule: 

Mon 
-Read your independent reading book  
-Response in your notebook 
-Independent Writing 

30 min 
10 min 
  5 min 

Tue 
  -Read your independent reading book  
  -Response in your notebook 
  -Independent Writing 

30 min 
10 min 
  5 min 

Wed 
 -Read your independent reading book  
 -Response in your notebook 
 -Independent Writing 

30 min 
10 min 
  5 min 

Thu 
 -Read your independent reading book  
 -Response in your notebook 
 -Independent Writing 

30 min 
10 min 
  5 min 

Fri 
 -Read your independent reading book  
 -Response in your notebook 
 -Independent Writing 

30 min 
10 min 
  5 min 

Sat/ 
Sun 

 -Read your independent reading book  
 -Response in your notebook 
 -Independent Writing  

30 min 
10 min 
15 min 

 

Nightly Reading & Response Homework: You 
will be required to read your independent reading (IR) 
book for at least 30 minutes and respond in writing in 
your Homework Journal. Your Homework Journal will 
be checked in advisory every morning, and left for 
inspection once a week.  Students who have not done 
their homework will go to lunch detention that day to 
complete what was left undone, and will see their grade 
reduced. 
 

Independent Writing- You are expected to draft 1 
page of independent writing per day. Can be a 
journal/diary, story, essay, or from a prompt.   

Your advisor will check your independent reading by recording page numbers to make sure that you have read 
for homework.  If this is not completed regularly, families will be called. 
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Grading Policy: 
At Lyons, your grades will be based both on how 
well you achieve academic standards and how hard 
you work as a eighth grade student.  Specifically, 
you will be graded on the criteria below: 

Meeting Academic Standards 
Half of your grade (50%) will be 

determined by how well you are able to 
demonstrate your ability in each ELA unit’s 

content and skills.   
Your classwork, homework, written projects, and 

oral presentations will demonstrate that you 
understand the content and skills you need to pass 

eight grade and move into high school with 
confidence. 

Work Habits 
Half of your grade (50%) will be 

determined by your academic work habits.   
These habits and behaviors will demonstrate that 

you have self-discipline, are hard-working, and have 
what it takes to succeed at life's challenges. 

 

5 Work Habit Points  
þ Come to class on time  
þ Be prepared with all materials (pen, journal.) 
þ Start working right away 
þ Engage in the lesson actively (even if it’s difficult) 
þ Do all your homework 

 

5 Citizenship Points 
þ Participate and listen to classmates & teachers 
þ Follow directions 
þ Speak respectfully, always 
þ Stay in your seat unless the teacher directs  
     otherwise 
þ Respect the personal space & property of others 

A Final Word on a Habit of Reading and Writing: 
Mr. B and Ms. Erica are bringing over 15 years of educational experience into your classroom this year. 
Everything that we do is designed to push you, to make you think, to foster your creativity, to help you 
become a stronger student and a more well rounded individual. Our ultimate goal help you develop a 
habit of reading a writing that you can take with you beyond our time together this year/ 
 
Families, if you have any further questions, comments, concerns, or simply would like to meet with us,  
Mr. B can be reached by e-mail at josh@lyonscommunityschool.org or by phone at 347.623.8811.  
Ms. Erica can be reached by email at erica@lyonscommunityschool.org or by phone at (505)506-3446.  
We look forward to working with you this year! 
       Best, 
 

       Mr. B and Ms. Erica 

A = 90% -100% = Excellent 
B = 80% -  89% = Strong 
C = 70% -  79% = Passing 
D = 65% -  69% = At Risk 
F = 50% -  64% = Failing 

Rules & Expectations: 
Students are expected to follow LCS Rules at all times: 
 

• No use of electronics during the 
school day. This includes cells phones, music 
devices, gaming devices, tablets, etc.  If you need 
to contact your child during the school day, call 
the school's main office at 718-782-0918.  

 

• No hats or hoods are allowed in school. 
This includes all school spaces, such as 
classrooms, hallways, the cafeteria, and yard. 

 

• Clear plastic water bottles may be 
brought into class.  Food, other drinks, and 
water containers that are not clear are not 
permitted. 

 

• No gum allowed. We have had incidents 
of students getting gum on clothing and other 
belongings.  

 

• No running, play-fighting, or 
touching other students uninvited.  
At the very least, these actions distract from 
learning.  Often times they can escalate into 
misunderstanding and conflict. 

 

Consequences: 
Failure to follow classroom and school rules can 
be seen in a student's grade because it distracts 
the student from learning.  Depending on the 
severity of the infraction, other consequences 
for breaking rules may include: detention, 
phone calls home, family conferences, peer 
mediation, or justice panel. 


